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information on all the most important points. The large
volume on TJie Island of Formosa, by James W. Davidson,
Consul of the United States for Formosa, will be found
most interesting by general readers, while more detailed
information with regard to recent developments will be
found in Japanese Rule in Formosa, by Yosaburo Takekoshi,
Member of the Japanese Diet, and in the chapters on
Formosa in Japan by the Japanese, edited by Alfred Stead.
These may be supplemented by the official reports of
General Count Katsura and General Baron Kodama, formerly
Governor-General of Formosa, and of Dr. (now Baron) Shimpei
Goto, formerly Civil Governor, and by the reports of the
British and United States Consuls, which contain informa-
tion of special interest to foreign merchants. All that is
necessary meantime, therefore, is a mere outline of past and
present conditions.

Mr. Takekoshi's book was written chiefly for the purpose
of disproving the opinion, which he thinks is held by
Western nations, that on their shoulders rests the responsi-
bility of colonising the yet unopened portions of this globe
and extending to the inhabitants the benefits of civilisation,
and he insists that the Japanese rising from the ocean in the
extreme Orient, wish, as a nation, to take part in this great
and glorious work. He admits that some people are
Inclined to question whether they possess the ability requisite
for such a task, and, in order to dispel this doubt, he made
a very careful study not only of the island, but also of
almost all that had been written about it, and he has
prepared a very valuable compendium of information with
regard to it. The "Bibliography of Formosa," which he
has appended to his book, shows that there is no scarcity
of material for those who wish to make a careful study of
all that relates to the island.

From early Japanese records a good deal is to be learned
about the history of Formosa and the relations Japan
had with it, but it is sufficient to note, meantime, that the
first knowledge of it came to Europe from the Dutch*